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LETTERS DURING 1839, 1840, 1841.
Aux JARDIES, February 12, 1839.
WHEN this letter reaches you, it is probable that the fate of "L'lScole des Manages [formerly "La Premiere Demoiselle " ] will have been decided; and while you read these words they may be representing that play, so long meditated, which perhaps may fall flat in two hours. It has taken on great proportions; there are five leading roles and the subject is vast. It touches the painful spot of modern morals: marriage; but perhaps the personages lack certain conditions in order to become types. To my eyes, the play is precisely the bourgeois family. But it has a certain inferiority through that very thing.
I am going to-morrow to come to an understanding with the managers of the Renaissance, after many protocols exchanged between them and a friend who has undertaken to fight for my interests; the play will be mounted in twenty days. I took, to lay out my ideas and write them down for me, a poor young man of letters, named Lassailly, who has not written two lines worth preserving. I never saw such incapacity. But he has been useful to me in making the first germ, on which I can work. Nevertheless, I would have liked some one of more intelligence and wit. The'ophile Gautier is coming to do the second play in five acts, and I expect much from him.
Nevertheless, dear countess, it is impossible for mo to do all that I have undertaken, and all that I must do to